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Contact: Garon Smith, chemistry professor, 243-5606; Sandy Willcox, educational outreach
director, UM Continuing Education, 243-4610.
UM EARNS RIGHT TO HOST MAJOR NATIONAL CONFERENCE
MISSOULA The National Conference on Undergraduate Research once again will be held at The
University of Montana - in April 2010.
This will mark UM ’s second time to host the nation’s premier conference for
undergraduate research and creative activities. UM hosted the 14th NCUR in April 2000.
Chemistry Professor Garon Smith, who was part o f the UM team that presented a bid to
the NCUR board last month, said the conference will be an economic boon for Missoula.
“NCUR documentation notes that local businesses usually draw more than $1.5 million in
business as a result of accommodating and feeding the group,” Smith said.
The three-day conference is a large undertaking, since it involves about 2,500 students
and mentors from across the nation. Students from 216 colleges and universities in 42 states
attended the 2000 Missoula conference. Free and open to the public, the conference features
about 50 simultaneous offerings in all disciplines —natural science, social science, humanities,
fine arts, engineering, education, nursing and more.
For the 2000 conference, Smith booked more than 1,500 motel rooms and hired a fleet of
Beach Transportation buses to carry participants from the airport to their hotels, and to campus
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and other conference venues. Delta Airlines assisted by scheduling larger aircraft and adding
extra hops to flights so that participants could get in and out of Missoula in a timely manner.
Presented by Smith and Sandy Willcox, educational outreach coordinator for Continuing
Education, UM’s host bid package included personal messages from Gov. Brian Schweitzer,
Missoula Mayor Mike Kadas and UM President George Dennison. The NCUR organizing
committee also includes Provost Lois Muir and Continuing Education Dean Sharon Alexander.
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